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100% Australian Family Owned
and Operated

100% Halal Slaughtered in
accordance with Islamic rites
Produced under strict food safety g
regulations of the Federal

Government's Department of

Agriculture and Water Resources

Produced in an environmentally

responsible manner

www.fletchint.com.au

Fletcher International Exports is proud to be a leading supplier of chilled and frozen Halal
lamb and sheep meat to the Middle East Region for over 45 years. Roger Fletcher,
his family and staff take great pride in delivering our world class product to your families.
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EDITORIAL

Albanese’s Visit to China: A Step
Forward for Australia’s Interests

rime Minister Anthony Albanese’s visit to China in July is a
significant diplomatic achievement that reflects Australia’s
commitment to restoring strong, stable, and respectful ties
with its largest trading partner. The trip marks the first time an
Australian prime minister has visited China in seven years, and it comes
at a time when the global balance of power is shifting, and regional
cooperation is increasingly vital.
This visit isn t just symbolic, it is practical. By holding face-to-face
talks with President Xi Jinping and Premier Li Qiang, Albanese has
helped a relationship that had grown cold in recent years. His focus on
economic stability, trade, climate cooperation, and regional peace sends
a clear message: Australia seeks to engage China as a partner, not as an
adversary. Albanese s presence in Beijing and Shanghai demonstrates a
mature and pragmatic foreign policy that balances national interests with
diplomatic engagement.
Albanese's diplomatic charm was also on display during his brief visit
to the Great Wall of China. Standing atop one of the world'’s most iconic
symbols of endurance and history, he remarked on the “remarkable”
nature of Chinese civilisation and its people. The moment was more than
a photo opportunity, it was a gesture of goodwill, humility, and mutual
respect. In international diplomacy, such gestures matter. They build the
soft power that helps resolve hard problems.
This approach benefits Australians directly. During this visit, Albanese
advocated for the full removal of trade restrictions on Australian exports,
many of which had suffered during the height of tensions. While progress
has been made, particularly in the barley and wine sectors, continued
dialogue is essential to securing stable economic outcomes for Australian
farmers, producers, and exporters.
Critics may argue that engaging with China risks compromising on
values such as human rights or sovereignty. But Albanese has shown that
Australia can, at the same time, engage with China while standing firm
on its principles. He raised issues like regional security, Taiwan, and the
South China Sea with clarity and resolve.
In closing his trip, Albanese also took the opportunity to voice his deep
concern over the humanitarian crisis in Gaza. He criticised Israel s
actions in Gaza as disproportionate, urging for restraint, civilian
protection, and renewed international efforts toward a two-state solution.
This shows that Albanese is not just focused on strategic ties but is also
unafraid to speak out on moral grounds.

Editor in Chief
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t is rare to encounter a Maronite
involved in public affairs, or even
observing events from a distance,
who does not speak with a mix of
regret and resentment about the state of his
community. The Maronite community is
the founding group of Greater Lebanon, a
project initiated by Patriarch Elias Hoyek
in 1920.

The Maronites are strongly attached to the
Lebanese state, which they consider the
pinnacle of their achievements. This pride
reflects a long history of struggle and the
fruit of great sacrifices under the leadership
of their patriarchs, clergy, and monks
since the seventh century AD. However,
this legacy, passed down since the early
1920s, has been poorly preserved. At
that time, Maronites were still searching
for the remains of famine victims from
the First World War, rebuilding the ruins
of their homes, and attempting to revive
lands devastated by locusts. Since then,
they have not built sufficient resilience
against the ripple effects of international
and regional political fluctuations.

The reasons for their current predicament
are many. Chief among them is the lack of
strategic vision among their leaders, who
often fail to distinguish between what is
essential and what is incidental. Too often,
the latter is prioritised over the former, in
the spirit of “to spite my neighbour, I’1l
burn my pants.” Internal power struggles
have also weakened them, depriving them
of strength and pushing them close to
marginalisation, despite their continued
control of key positions in the state,
starting with the presidency.

The Maronites have a direct influence on
the broader Christian scene in Lebanon.
Many Christians acknowledge that the
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Lebanon’s Maronites at a
crossroads

Joseph Kosseifi, Head of the Press Editors Syndicate

declining role of Christianity in public
life is largely due to the weakening of
the largest, most widespread, and most
influential Christian sect. Christians in
general, and Maronites in particular, who
were once distinguished by their wide
presence across Lebanon’s geography, are
losing this advantage. This is partly due to
population movement from remote areas
in the south, east, north, and mountains
to urban centres with Christian heritage.
Added to this is the continuing emigration
of their youth.

A realistic demographic assessment
shows that real estate development by
Christians now exceeds their actual
population growth. This has transformed
a demographic problem into an existential
crisis. To date, those in charge of the sect
appear to have learned little, despite being
fully aware of the magnitude of the threat.
The Maronites lack a neutral, secular, elite
spiritual authority capable of monitoring
the Christian condition from a national
perspective and offering assessments
based on Lebanon’s broader interests.
They lack a clear and unified approach
to the mounting problems threatening
the Christian presence in the country.
There is no comprehensive social plan
addressing housing, education, healthcare,
or demographic renewal. Nor is there a
strategy for reorganising the Christian
diaspora, especially the Maronite diaspora,
and harnessing its enormous potential in
ways that help people remain rooted in
their land.

Within Lebanon, the Maronites also lack
a culture of respecting political pluralism
within the Christian community. The
right to disagree is too often undermined.
Disputes are frequently resolved through
force or personal attacks, rather than
civil dialogue. Inflammatory rhetoric that
frames disagreement as betrayal continues
to dominate.

August 2025

The Maronites in Lebanon, and by
extension other Christians, given the
Maronites’ prominence, must remain
active and engaged by recognising several
key realities. First, they must embrace
their Eastern and Arab identity, which
strengthens their role in the region. This
remains true despite the disasters that
befell Iraq’s Christians following the
American invasion. The Chaldeans,
Assyrians, Syriacs, and other Christian
minorities have paid dearly in both blood
and continued presence, which has greatly
diminished and is now in steady decline.
A similar threat is now present in Syria.
Extremist organisations remain active,
and interim President Ahmad al-Sharaa
has been unable to stop the violence
and displacement affecting Christians,
Alawites, Druze, Shiites, and even
moderate Sunnis. Lebanese Christians,
especially the Maronites, must not shirk
their responsibility towards their co-
religionists in the countries of the Arab
Levant. The heads of their churches, most
of whom are Patriarchs of Antioch and the
Levant, carry responsibilities that extend
beyond Lebanon’s borders.

Second, they must remember that Lebanon
is a “nation of message.” Abandoning this
principle would be a moral betrayal of the
vision outlined by Pope Saint John Paul II
for the land of the cedars. The alternative
is an unstable Lebanon, perpetually on the
brink of crisis.

Third, they must commit to the Hoyek
project: one Lebanon, united through
peaceful coexistence, regardless of the
system or form of government. Any breach
of this commitment will be costly.

The Maronites, whom some have called
the “salt of Lebanon”, face a challenge
they must confront if they are to shape their
future. They cannot allow the turbulence
of political developments to extinguish
the last flickers of hope.
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Pope may visit
Lebanon amid
East crisis

iplomatic sources close to the Vatican confirm that “the Holy
See is deeply concerned about the situation in Middle East.”
These sources quoted Vatican officials as saying that Pope
Leo X1V fears religious diversity may become a casualty of
the changes in Syria after the fall of Bashar al-Assad’s regime. They
cited outbreaks of sectarian and religious violence affecting Alawites
and Christians on the Syrian coast, in Homs and Damascus, and Shiites
in the Sayyida Zeinab area and the town of Qusayr.
They also note that the violence taking place in Sweida against the
Druze, who are staunchly resisting all targeting campaigns, falls within
the context of a systematic campaign against pluralism. This effort
appears aimed at establishing non-diverse, homogenous societies in the
countries surrounding Israel, thereby enabling it to maintain strategic

dominance in the region.

Pope Leo
X1

Middle

The Vatican recalls the situation in Iraq following the US invasion in

2003, which was a major factor in the rise
of extremist organisations with a takfiri
character, including the “Islamic State
of Iraq and the Levant” (ISIS). This led
to a sharp and enduring decline in the
number of Christians in Mesopotamia,
many of whom emigrated permanently
or relocated to the Nineveh Plain in the
Kurdistan Region of Iraq. The Vatican
continues to view this exodus as a tragic
loss for the cultural and religious mosaic
of the region. It is also regarded as a stark
warning of what may unfold elsewhere in
the Middle East if pluralism is not actively
protected and defended.

Observers familiar with Pope Leo XIV’s
policies confirm that he does not share
many of US President Donald Trump’s
political or social views. At times, the two
leaders seem to stand on opposite sides
of key global questions. Nevertheless,
their relationship has not become
confrontational. They have maintained
a margin of mutual influence that has
allowed them to find agreement on several
issues, despite profound ideological
differences.

The Vatican, which has not hidden
its sorrow over the ongoing conflict
in Gaza, including civilian casualties
and the destruction of religious and
medical infrastructure, is simultaneously
increasing its focus on Lebanese affairs. It
has voiced concern over daily violations
of the ceasefire agreement. It is growing
increasingly doubtful of Israel’s intentions,
especially in light of consistent and vocal
support from America. These intentions

appear aimed at stepping up pressure
on the Lebanese government to resolve
the issue of arms control by any means
necessary, including force, and to insist
on the principle of surrender followed
by dialogue. Such an approach risks
destabilising Lebanon’s fragile civil peace
and inflaming sectarian tensions. If this
were to happen, it would severely damage
the Christian presence in Lebanon, which
is already experiencing a significant
youth exodus and a deepening sense of
marginalisation.

Accordingly, the Holy See is working
with Washington to revise its approach to
the issue of arms in Lebanon, using the
Baabda political timeline as a framework.
President Joseph Aoun, who previously
served as army commander, is well-
acquainted with the country’s complex
terrain and is adept at choosing the right
moment to deal with such sensitive matters.
His experience and deep understanding of
Lebanon’s shifting political and security
landscape make him a central figure in
managing this challenge.

In light of these pressures, Vatican
officials are working to shape a strategic
vision that will allow Lebanon to navigate
its challenges with the broadest level of
national consensus. In this context, there
is serious talk of a papal visit to Lebanon.
A respected spiritual leader has indicated
that such a visit to the Land of the Cedars
may be scheduled for next November.
However, no official confirmation or
further details have been provided. If it
takes place, the visit would be seen by

AUSTRALIA

many as a form of symbolic compensation
for Pope Francis’s earlier omission of
Lebanon during his visits to various Arab
countries, including Egypt, the UAE, Iraq,
and Bahrain.

During those tours, Pope Francis met with
the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar and Ayatollah
Sistani, participated in the formal signing
of the “Human Fraternity” Document in
Abu Dhabi, and delivered an address at the
Bahrain Forum for Dialogue. The forum
hosted a conference under the banner
“East and West for Human Coexistence”.
At the time, many observers found it both
puzzling and noteworthy that Pope Francis
did not include Lebanon in his itinerary.
This country has never been absent from
his speeches and written reflections. Much
has been said to explain this, but revisiting
those reasons now would be of little value.
Doing so would simply raise unresolved
questions that many would prefer remain
closed.

Inany case, Lebanonremainsacentral focus
in the Holy See’s vision for the region’s
future. It remains the last stronghold of
voluntary, historical, civilisational and
naturally evolving diversity in the Arab
East. This is diversity that arises from
genuine communal coexistence rather
than being imposed by external functional
requirements. For this reason, Pope John
Paul II once described Lebanon as “the
homeland of the message”. The Vatican
still sees the country not only as a living
model of coexistence but also as a vital
partner in protecting the spiritual, cultural
and religious heritage of the entire region.
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Albanese touts
deeper trade ties

with China

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese has
made significant efforts to strengthen
Australia s international relationships.
His work marks a major step forward in
advancing Australia s ties across a range
of sectors and with multiple countries.
Prime Minister Anthony Albanese has
concluded a landmark official visit

to China, underscoring Australia’s
commitment to a stable, mature, and
constructive bilateral relationship with
its largest trading partner. The visit,
spanning multiple cities and strategic
sectors, reflects a calibrated diplomatic
reset focused on shared economic
interests, clean energy transitions,
people-to-people links, and open dialogue
amid a shifting global order.

This was Albanese s second official

visit to China since taking office and
marked a significant thaw in diplomatic
relations that had been strained in recent
years. The itinerary included high-level
political engagements, major trade and
investment forums, as well as site visits
that spotlighted Australia’s innovation
and soft power.

rime Minister Anthony Albanese
has used a high-profile business
forum in Beijing to signal a new
chapter in Australia’s relationship
with China, highlighting the growing
trade flows and deeper cooperation on key
issues, such as clean energy, education, and
investment. Addressing the 8th Australia—
China CEO Roundtable at the Great Hall
of the People on 15 July, he positioned
the event as a practical demonstration
of stabilised ties and mutual economic
interest, as the two countries prepare to
mark a decade since signing their Free
Trade Agreement.
Mr Albanese opened by acknowledging
Bran Black from the Business Council
of Australia and Zhao Huan of the China
Development Bank, describing the
roundtable as “a powerful symbol of what
we can achieve when we work together
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Anthony
Albanese
and Chinese
President Xi
Jinping meet
in Beijing.

with ambition and respect.” He noted that
Australian exports to China have doubled
since 2015, while Chinese exports to
Australia have risen by 80 per cent; a
trend he said “shows the real, measurable
benefits of open markets and trust.”

He highlighted the recent removal of
trade barriers on a range of Australian
commodities including cotton, coal,
copper, timber, hay, barley, wine, red
meat and rock lobster. “This is a win
for Australian producers,” he said, “but

“Dialogue allows
us to manage our
differences, without
letting them define
us.” — Prime
Minister Anthony
Albanese

just as importantly, it benefits Chinese
manufacturers and industries that rely on
stable access to high-quality inputs.”

Mr Albanese proposed that both countries
jointly celebrate the 10th anniversary of the
China-Australia Free Trade Agreement on
20 December 2025, encouraging business
leaders to participate in events across both
nations. “Let’s take the opportunity not
only to look back at what we’ve achieved,”
he said, “but also to chart a course for a
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future of greater collaboration.”

He also drew attention to the Steel
Decarbonisation Forum, where Australian
iron ore exporters met with senior Chinese
steel producers to discuss ways of cutting
emissions and expanding green metals
production. “We know that decarbonising
heavy industry will be critical in our efforts
to reach net zero,” he told attendees. “It’s
an area where Australia and China can
lead together.”

Mr Albanese underscored the strong role
that Australian produce plays in China’s
food manufacturing and cultural calendar,
citing examples such as Australian beef
and wine featured during the Year of the
Snake celebrations. “These products are
more than exports,” he said. “They’re part
of stories, celebrations and daily life.”

He said his government’s “patient,
deliberate and calibrated” diplomatic
approach had helped stabilise the bilateral
relationship. The CEO Roundtable, the
first to take place in China since 2016,
was, he said, “a clear sign that engagement
is back on track, and that we are focusing
on shared interests, not just shared
challenges.”

Mr Albanese stressed that dialogue remains
central to this process. “Dialogue allows
us to manage our differences, without
letting them define us,” he said. “That’s
true in government, and it’s equally true
in business.”

He described earlier meetings with
President Xi Jinping, Premier Li Qiang
and Chairman Zhao Leji as warm and
constructive. He said those talks focused
on areas where Australian and Chinese
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Anthony Albanese, and Premier Li Qiang hold talks

Anthony Albanese and Shanghai Party
Chairman Chen meet

“This 1s an area
where Australia
and China can lead
together”

national interests align, including trade,
tourism, education, cultural exchange and
climate action.

China, he reminded the audience, is
Australia’s largest source of international
students and a major driver of inbound
tourism. It is also Australia’s top export
market for iron ore and a key source of
foreign investment. “These are not abstract
statistics,” he added. “They represent
real people, real connections and real
opportunities.”
MrAlbanesecalledforgreatercollaboration
to address structural imbalances in the
global steel supply chain, capitalise on
opportunities created by the shift to net
zero, and support business confidence
in areas such as skills development and
technology investment.

He said policymaking should be shaped

Prime
Minister
Anthony

Albanese
with
Australian
mining and
Chinese
steelmaking
CEOs in
Shanghai
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Li Qiang says China hopes Australia “embraces openness and cooperation”

by the experiences and insights of the
business community, and reaffirmed
his government’s belief in free and fair
trade as a foundation for global economic
growth. “We believe that trade should lift
everyone and that it should be fair, open,
and anchored in rules we all understand,”
he said.

He also expressed pride in meeting
Australians working abroad across a range
of sectors, from medtech to innovation and
education. He cited a visit to Chengdu to
celebrate a successful Australian medtech
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firm expanding its global impact through
collaboration with Chinese partners.

Mr Albanese concluded by thanking
Australian businesses for backing a
forward-looking international agenda
and engaging with global markets. He
also acknowledged the commitment of
Chinese business leaders, saying the
roundtable sent a strong message about
the importance of cooperation. “In a world
facing uncertainty, it’s these kinds of
partnerships that bring stability and shared
progress,” he said.

August 2025
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How Zaiter is

shaping Parramatta

The Middle East Times (MET) recently
interviewed Parramatta Lovd Mayor
Martin Zaiter to discuss his personal
Jjourney, the city’s multicultural identity,
and his vision for the future of one of
Australia s fastest-growing urban centres.
The following is an edited transcript.

ET Lord Mayor Zaiter,
thank you for speaking
with us during such a
transformative  time for
Parramatta. To begin, could you share
your migration journey to Australia and
how your family adapted to life in this
community?
[Zaiter] My parents migrated from
Lebanon; my father first arrived in
1976, and my mother followed in 1980.
I was raised in Harris Park, very close
to Our Lady of Lebanon Church, in
a neighbourhood that was incredibly
multicultural. Growing up surrounded by
the Lebanese community gave me a strong
sense of belonging. It was a vibrant place
to be a child, and I was fortunate to have
that foundation. I’m forever grateful to my
mum and dad for giving me the chance to
grow up here, in what I truly believe is the
greatest city in Australia.
[MET] Were there particular experiences
or mentors in your early life that shaped
your sense of leadership and public
service? What inspired you to run for Lord
Mayor?
[Zaiter] In high school, I developed
a deep interest in business studies and
economics. | remember learning about
John Howard and Peter Costello and how
they were reshaping Australia’s economy.
That was probably my first introduction
to understanding the broader systems of
leadership and policy. But politics wasn’t
just something I learned about at school.
At home, I used to hear stories from my
father about Lebanon; about the politics
before the civil war, the war itself, and
what eventually forced him and my
mother to leave everything behind. Those
conversations had a big impact on me.
My father, in particular, was a strong
mentor. His experiences, sacrifices and
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Clr. Martin
Zaiter, the
Lord Mayor
of Parramatta
City Council

resilience shaped my values and showed
me what leadership, strength and courage
look like. Later on, as I got more involved
in community work and eventually local
government, people like Tony Issa and
John Shadid — both of whom served as

“Growing up
surrounded by the
Lebanese community
gave me a strong
sense of belonging.”
— Parramatta Lord
Mayor Martin
Zaiter

Lord Mayor — played a significant role in
encouraging me. Seeing other Australian-
Lebanese people in leadership positions
made me believe it was possible.

[MET] How would you describe the
changes Parramatta is undergoing?
[Zaiter] These are once-in-a-generation
changes. When I was a child, Parramatta
was essentially a suburban town centre.
Westfield was the tallest building back
then. Fast forward 40 years, and it’s night
and day. But this evolution didn’t happen
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by chance. It’s the result of long-term
planning. When [ joined council in 2017,
I had the privilege of being involved in
shaping that transformation. Parramatta
Square is one of the largest urban
renewal projects in the country. We’ve
also seen major upgrades to community
infrastructure, like the Parramatta Aquatic
Centre, our five-storey community hub at
PHIVE, and new public spaces that make
the city more liveable. It’s not just about
height and density, it’s about connectivity,
sustainability and creating spaces where
people can thrive. Today, Parramatta is no
longer just Sydney’s west, it’s becoming a
global city.

[MET] The Riverside Theatre
redevelopment is one of the city’s most
significant cultural projects. What role
will it play in Parramatta’s future?
[Zaiter] It’s going to be one of the
defining features of the new Parramatta.
Being a global city isn’t only about jobs
and infrastructure, it’s also about having
a strong cultural identity. Riverside is
already an institution, but this $277 million
redevelopment will take it to a whole new
level. The new design includes a 1500-
seat lyric theatre capable of hosting major
international ~ performances.  Western
Sydney International Airport opens
next year and will bring over 10 million
interstate and international visitors. I
want Parramatta to be the first place they
stop. We already have the Powerhouse
Parramatta opening soon, plus our
heritage sites like the Female Factory and
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“Over 128 nationalities
live here, and more
than 117 languages

are spoken.” —
Parramatta Lord
Mayor Martin
Zaiter

Parramatta Park. When Riverside reopens,
it will complete the picture.

[MET] Parramatta has led the way in
library access, including the street library
initiative. What role do libraries play in
shaping an inclusive and educated city?

Mr Zaiter
and our
reporter

Jocelyne
Charbel
Badawi

|Zaiter] PHIVE, our new city library
and community hub, was a $130 million
investment, and it was worth every cent.
Since opening, it’s won multiple national
and international awards. But more
importantly, it’s become a space where
people come not just to borrow books, but
to learn, collaborate, access services and
find community.

We run adult literacy classes, coding
lessons for children, school holiday
programs and JP services, all through the
library. But PHIVE is just one part of the
network. We have six other libraries across

the LGA and 120 street libraries operating
on an honesty system. The street libraries
bring people together and encourage
sharing within local neighbourhoods.
In an era of screens, algorithms and
isolation, libraries give people the chance
to reconnect with knowledge, with stories,
and with one another.

[MET] Potholes and roadworks have
caused concern across Parramatta. How is
council addressing these safety issues?
[Zaiter] It’s an issue that affects every
resident. As the city grows and traffic
increases, roads are under more pressure.
Potholes and excavations become more
frequent, and the safety risks grow.
We encourage the public to report any
problems to us directly, either online or by
phone, so we can act quickly. But this is
not unique to Parramatta. Councils across
NSW are facing similar challenges. We’re
doing our best with the resources we have,

but we’ve also asked the state government
to increase funding for road maintenance.

[MET] Parramatta is known for its cultural
diversity. How are you ensuring inclusivity
and support for all communities?

[Zaiter] We’re proud of our diversity.
Over 128 nationalities live here, and
more than 117 languages are spoken. Our
2050 plan puts inclusion at the heart of
everything we do. By 2050, we expect our
population to grow to nearly half'a million.
We’re expanding our events calendar in
line with that growth. Next year, we’ll
hold Lunar New Year celebrations not just
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in Parramatta but also in Epping. We’ve
secured $3.5 million in federal funding to
support public art and cultural artefacts
in Harris Park, particularly around Little
India. And we’re working to secure state
funding for a large-scale multicultural
festival in Parramatta Park. But it’s not just
about major events. Every year, council
distributes $725,000 in community and
multicultural grants, spread across two
rounds. These funds help grassroots
organisations deliver their own initiatives:
workshops, celebrations, youth programs.
Inclusivity starts at the local level, and
we’re committed to supporting that.
[MET] What are the most important
projects completed during your time as
Lord Mayor, and what key projects are
planned?

|Zaiter] Since joining council in 2017,
I’ve been involved in many transformative
projects, but Parramatta Square is the
biggest. That $3.4 billion development
changed the entire face of our city. The
Parramatta Light Rail, which opened
in December, is another highlight. It
connects our neighbourhoods and lays the
groundwork for future growth. I’ve also
been a strong advocate for the Metro West
line, which will allow people to travel
between Parramatta and the Sydney CBD
in just 20 minutes by 2032. Our cultural
and recreational facilities have also seen
major upgrades. The new $88 million
Parramatta Aquatic Centre has already
received awards for its architecture.
We’ve also restored the historic Town Hall
and opened PHIVE. Looking forward, the
Riverside redevelopment is at the top of
the list. Alongside that, we’re focused on
job creation; we have 178,000 jobs now
and aim to add 150,000 more by 2050.
[MET] Finally, what message do you have
for the people of Parramatta, especially
young residents, about the city’s future
and their role in shaping it?

[Zaiter] Parramatta hasn’t come this
far just to come this far. We’ve laid the
platform and the future belongs to the
next generation. We’ve launched a youth
policy framework after interviewing over
700 young people. In Parramatta, 37 per
cent of our population is aged between
12 and 24. I want young people to see
themselves reflected in the city’s future. I
want them to know that someone like me
can rise to lead this city. I couldn’t speak
English when I started school. If I can do
it, they can too. We have some of the best
universities, job opportunities, cultural
spaces and sporting facilities in Australia.
Yes, I’'m biassed, but there really isn’t
another place quite like it.
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Students invited to
honour local identity
through stories of
success

ocal school students have been invited to put
pen to paper to tell the true story of someone
they admire or know who has, against all odds,
become their own success story.
City of Parramatta, in partnership with the Lysicrates
Foundation, launched the new writing competition in
honour of the sixth premier of New South Wales and
Parramatta local, Sir James Martin.
As part of The James Martin In My World: A Treasury of
True Stories of Struggle and Triumph competition, students
in Years 7 and 8 have been asked to tell a story in 500 words
or less about someone who they know has experienced a
real-life struggle and later overcame that adversity.
City of Parramatta Lord Mayor Cr Martin Zaiter said it’s a
great way to help young people build on their story telling
skills, while honouring a Parramatta identity.
Just like many Parramatta locals past and present, Sir James
Martin was a passionate leader who never let an obstacle
get in the way of success, Cr Zaiter said.
We know there are plenty of stories about resilience and
determination within our local area.
As the son of migrants myself, | have seen unsung heroes
make a life for themselves and others from very humble
beginnings — whether that’s opening, owning and operating
a small business, serving the community by volunteering or
achieving big dreams in sport or the arts - there are plenty
of stories out there and I encourage students to think hard
and get writing.
Lysicrates Foundation co-founder Dr Patricia Azarias said
Sir James Martin’s story is one that resonates with many
others.
Many families have a James Martin— someone who, just
like that iconic Parramatta figure, has started out with
few advantages but who has made a success of their life,
whether in their own family, public life, education or in
business, Dr Azarias said.
We’re inviting the kids of Parramatta to tell the story of
the James Martin in their world — maybe a grandfather, a
mother, a neighbour, a friend, someone who inspires them
to reach for their dreams, and makes them believe that that
is possible.
Abook containing 30 selected stories will be published and
launched at a special event on 14 August 2025 at Parramatta
Square, held to coincide with the annual James Martin
Children’s Walk from Martin Place to Parramatta and
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the announcement of the winner of the Martin Lysicrates
Prize.

This has been presented in partnership between the City
of Parramatta and the Lysicrates Foundation, with the
support of the NSW Department of Education, and with the
involvement of Catholic Schools NSW and the Association
of Independent Schools of NSW, facilitated by the NSW
Education Standards Authority.

ABOUT SIR JAMES MARTIN
Sir James Martin immigrated from Ireland with his family
in the 1820s, settling in Parramatta shortly after. He was
raised in the servants’ quarters of Old Government House
in Parramatta Park.
It’s understood that during the 1830s the young boy, who
would later grow up to become NSW Premier and a Chief
Justice, would walk 20 kilometres from home to his school
near Sydney’s Hyde Park.
His passion for education thrusted him into the world of
journalism, before becoming a barrister, politician and
NSW Premier in 1863.
A bronze statue of Sir James Martin was unveiled in 2018
on Smith Street, Parramatta, before it was rehomed in 2022
at a permanent new site at Parramatta Square, located near
PHIVE and the beginning of the City’s future Civic Link
project, connecting Parramatta Square to the Parramatta
River.
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King of Bahrain
Meets Aoun: We
Announce the
Establishment

of a Permanent
Diplomatic Mission
in Beirut

President Aoun and his accompanying
delegation were received at the airport
by the Personal Representative of the
King of Bahrain and President of the
Supreme Council for the Environment,
Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al Khalifa;
the Head of the Honorary Mission,
Bahraini Foreign Minister Dr. Abdullatif
bin Rashid Al Zayani; the Ambassador
of the Kingdom of Bahrain to Lebanon,
Mr. Wahid Mubarak Sayyar; the Chargé
d’Affaires at the Lebanese Embassy

to Bahrain, Ambassador Mirna Al
Khouli; and the Governor of Muharraq
Governorate, Mr. Salman bin Isa bin
Hindi Al Mannai.

Upon his arrival in the Kingdom of
Bahrain, Lebanese President General
Joseph Aoun stated, “My visit today
will contribute to opening new horizons
for a strategic partnership, and we are
proud of our deep-rooted relations with
Bahrain.” His two-day official visit came
at the invitation of King Hamad bin Isa
Al Khalifa.

BILATERAL TALKS
resident General Joseph Aoun
met with King Hamad bin Isa Al
Khalifa of Bahrain at Gudaibiya
Palace, in the presence of Crown
Prince and Prime Minister Prince Salman
bin Hamad Al Khalifa.
The King and Aoun held bilateral talks
attended by several senior officials from
both sides.
King Hamad affirmed the “deep-rooted
historical relations between the Kingdom
of Bahrain and the sisterly Lebanese
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Lebanese President Joseph Aoun and King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa of Bahrain
during their talks.

Bahrain’s King Hamad
looks to strengthen ties with

Lebanon

Republic, which are witnessing remarkable
development and continuous growth at all
levels.” The two sides discussed regional

President Aoun:
“Lebanon, which is
proud of its deep-
rooted relations with the
Kingdom of Bahrain,
highly appreciates its
supportive positions in
various international
and regional forums.”

and international developments of mutual
interest, exchanging views. They also
addressed Lebanon’s internal challenges
and the efforts underway to resolve them.
According to the Bahrain News Agency,
Aoun “highly appreciated Bahrain’s
genuine and honourable Arab stances,
under the King’s leadership, towards
Lebanon and its people, and its
commitment to Lebanon’s unity and its

August 2025

security and stability.” He expressed his
country’s desire to strengthen cooperative
relations with the Kingdom for the benefit
of both peoples.

FURTHER TALKS

An expanded session of talks followed,
attended by senior officials from both
nations.

King Hamad said: “We are pleased
your gracious visit coincides with the
fifty-third anniversary of diplomatic
relations between our two countries, and
the resumption of Bahrain’s diplomatic
representation in Lebanon.”

He continued, “On this occasion, we
proudly announce the decision to establish
a permanent Bahraini diplomatic mission
in Beirut. We look forward to these talks
being a new milestone in fruitful bilateral
cooperation across various areas of
common interest.”

King Hamad stressed “the importance of
activating the Bahraini-Lebanese Joint
Committee to implement memoranda of
understanding and agreements, and to
explore more promising opportunities
that serve both nations’ interests. This
is something we are always keen on in
bilateral relations.” He added, “Bahrain
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has always welcomed Lebanese expatriates
and those who love our country, ensuring
their stay is met with hospitality and
care, in appreciation for their continued
contributions. However, we are concerned
that Lebanon continues to host those who
exploit its freedom and openness, abusing
its hospitality. We reject this and hope it
does not recur.”

King Hamad further said, “Bahrain is
committed to supporting the Lebanese
Republic, especially in these critical
regional circumstances. We affirm full
support for Lebanon’s sovereignty and
unity. We also support Your Excellency’s
efforts and those of the Lebanese
government to protect the Lebanese
people’s interests and restore Lebanon’s
prominentrole inthe Arab and international
arena.” He concluded, “We are confident
Lebanon, under your wise leadership,
will rise again to be, as always, a home of
unity, peace, and human coexistence. This
beautiful country remains a beacon for the
Arab East and a gateway to the region’s
stability.”

Joint Statement:
We Support
Lebanon 1n

Restoring its Vital,

Non-Replaceable

Role

PRESIDENT AOUN

In response, Aoun told the King: “Some
countries are not measured by geographic
size, but by the goodness and wisdom of
their people and rulers.” He added, “Today
I am officially in Bahrain, but I am truly
surrounded by love for Lebanon, a love
that has been mutual, both officially and
practically, since the beginnings of both
Lebanon and Bahrain.” He continued,
“Your Majesty, every Bahraini in Beirut
is, like every Lebanese, a heartfelt
ambassador to Lebanon... but we long for
the full return of your embassy to grace
our capital with your banner.”

Aoun noted, “We always exchange our
most valuable asset—our people. We hope

— ——
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King of Bahrain Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa during the reception ceremony for
President Aoun, in the presence of Bahraini Crown Prince Sheikh Salman bin
Hamad Al Khalifa

President
Aoun

(L) and
King of
Bahrain
Hamad
bin Isa Al
Khalifa

for the resumption of full trade between
us, just as we have cooperated in many
fields for the good of both nations.” Both
sides reviewed the course of fraternal
relations and explored ways to enhance
cooperation in areas that meet their
aspirations and serve mutual interests.
They reaffirmed their commitment to
strengthening Bahraini-Lebanese ties for
the development and prosperity of both
countries and peoples.

The joint statement called for intensified
contact and mutual visits, and the
activation of agreements and memoranda
of understanding, while emphasizing
continued coordination to prevent regional
destabilization. It reaffirmed Bahrain’s
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Lebanon’s
stability, and unity, and rejected any
external interference. It praised Aoun’s
and the government’s reform efforts and
backed Lebanon’s restoration of its vital,
irreplaceable role.

Bahrain also reiterated the need for Israel’s

support  for sovereignty,

full withdrawal, the implementation
of Resolution 1701, and the extension
of Lebanese state authority across its
territory.

The statement stressed the importance of
the Bahrain 2024 Summit’s call for an
international conference to address the
Palestinian issue and advance recognition
of a Palestinian state as a full UN
member.

August 2025
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COMMUNITY
RAILILY TO SAVE
CARNARVON GOLF
COURSE AND
COLEMAN PARK

ember for Auburn, Lynda
Voltz, 15 callmg on the
community to join a public
rally to protect two of the

region’s most important public green spaces— Carnarvon
Goll Course and Coleman Park — from being turned
mto cemetery land under a proposal from the NSW
Government.

*These aren’t just patches of grass,” said Ms Voltz. “They
are two of the busiest and most heavily used sporting

precincts in our local area, providing cradle-to-grave
active recreation for the entire community.”

Each week, hundreds of local families — from under six
soccer teams to centenanan golters — rely on these spaces
for exercise, organised sport, and social connection. But
their value goes far beyond sport.

“They form a vital green corridor, act as a water catchment,
and host a function centre where generations of residents
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have celebrated everything from Year
6 graduations to 21st birthdays and
weddings,” Ms Voltz said.

“The loss of these sites would come at
a significant cost to our community's
health, social fabric and local identity.”

While acknowledging the need for more
burial space. Ms Voltz 15 urging the
Covernment (o undertake transparent
consultation with the community and
to consider all viable alternatives, not
just the ones easiest to impose, before
sacrificing essential public assets.

A community rally has been organised
to show strong local opposition to the
plan:

WHEN: Sunday, 24th Augustat 1 1:00AM:
WHERE: Coleman Park, Comer of

Georges Avenue and Nottinghill Road,
Lidcombe

“This is a critical moment,” said Ms Voltz,
“We must send a clear message: hands
off our community assets. | urge every
local resident who values our parks, our
open space, and our way of life to stand
with us.”
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Cindi Drennan Artistic
Director, illuminart

To Whom it May Concern,
am writing on behalf of illuminart stories in light to express
our wholehearted support for the 2025 staging of A Saint in
the Neighbourhood — an extraordinary cultural and spiritual
celebration presented in partnership with St Charbel’s
Monastery.

Following the remarkable success of the 2024 event, which
commemorated the 50-year jubilee of the Parish, we are proud to
return as creative collaborators for a second year.

Last year’s immersive projection installation drew widespread
acclaim for its powerful storytelling, deep spiritual resonance, and
community spirit — reaching audiences of all ages and leaving a
profound emotional impact. The strong engagement, both in-person
and online, affirmed the potential of this event to grow into a major
annual celebration of peace, unity, and intercultural dialogue.
Building on this success, the 2025 project will introduce a new theme:
“Missionaries for Peace.” Inspired by the universal message of peace
embodied by St Charbel, the new theme will expand the narrative
beyond the story of one saint to explore broader stories of compassion,
reconciliation, and cross-cultural understanding. We are developing a
creative vision that invites participation from diverse cultural and faith
communities, offering opportunities for shared storytelling, spiritual
reflection, and public celebration.

Our team at illuminart brings decades of experience delivering award
winning, large-scale projection art, and we are excited to expand the
technical and creative scope of the 2025 project. This year’s event

}“.. ol _..-i‘

Saint Charbel’s incorrupt body, preserved to this day,
stands as a testament to his constant presence and the
countless miracles attributed to his intercession.

.
This spares pilgrims the trouble of traveling abroad
to visit the relics of this miraculous saint.

will feature:

. Animated and Expanded

projections to enhance the immersive We look forward to continuing our as an artistic and spiritual endeavour, but
experience collaboration with Charles King and the also as a platform for national significance
. Introducing new motifs and broader St Charbel’s community, and we — one that invites dialogue and unity at a

scenes to symbolise our hearts in peace,
and support reflection

We see Missionaries for Peace not only
as an artistic and spiritual endeavour, but
also as a platform for national significance
— one that invites dialogue and unity at a
time when our communities need it most.
Through storytelling, light, and cultural
exchange, this project shines a light on our
shared values and hopes for the future.

fully endorse this initiative as a beacon of
creativity, cultural leadership, and spiritual
celebration.year’s event will feature:

. Animated and Expanded
projections to enhance the immersive
experience

. Introducing new motifs and
scenes to symbolise our hearts in peace,
and support reflection

We see Missionaries for Peace not only
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time when our communities need it most.
Through storytelling, light, and cultural
exchange, this project shines a light on our
shared values and hopes for the future.
We look forward to continuing our
collaboration with Charles King and the
broader St Charbel’s community, and we
fully endorse this initiative as a beacon of
creativity, cultural leadership, and spiritual
celebration.

August 2025
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he leaders of Britain, France and
Germany demanded Israel allow
unrestricted aid into Gaza to end
a “humanitarian catastrophe,”
after French President Emmanuel Macron
announced that his country will become
the first major Western power to recognize
a Palestinian state.
The joint statement, issued after a calll
between Macron, British Prime Minister
Keir Starmer and German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz, called for an an immediate
ceasefire and said that “withholding
essential humanitarian assistance to the
civilian population is unacceptable,”
though it broke no new diplomatic
ground.
The leaders said they “stand ready to take
further action to support an immediate
ceasefire and a political process that leads
to lasting security and peace for Israelis,
Palestinians and the entire region,”
Macron’s surprise announcement exposed
differences among the European allies,
known as the E3, over how to ease the
worsening humanitarian crisis and end the
Israel-Hamas war.
All three support a Palestinian state in
principle, but Germany said it has no
immediate plans to follow France’s step,
which Macron plans to formalize at the
United Nations General Assembly in
September.
Britain has not followed suit either, but
Starmer is under mounting pressure to
formally recognize Palestinian statehood,
both from opposition lawmakers and
from members of his own Labour Party
government. Health Secretary Wes
Streeting called for an announcement
“while there’s still a state of Palestine left
to recognize.”
Recently, 221 of the 650 lawmakers in the
House of Commons signed a letter urging
Starmer to recognize a Palestinian state.
“Since 1980 we have backed a two-
state solution. Such a recognition would
give that position substance,” said the
letter, signed by legislators from several
government and opposition parties.
After the E3 call on Friday, Starmer
condemned “the continued captivity of
hostages, the starvation and denial of
humanitarian aid to the Palestinian people,
the increasing violence from extremist
settler groups, and Israel’s disproportionate
military escalation in Gaza.”
He said that “recognition of a Palestinian
state” must be one of the steps on a
pathway to peace.
“I am unequivocal about that. But it must
be part of a wider plan which ultimately
results in a two-state solution and lasting
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UK, French and German leaders
press Israel over Gaza aid after
Macron backs a Palestinian state

security for Palestinians and Israelis,” he
said.

More than 140 countries recognize a
Palestinian state, including a dozen in
Europe. But France is the first Group of
Seven country and the largest European
nation to take that step.

Israel and the United States both denounced
France’s decision.

Britain has long supported the idea of
an independent Palestinian state existing
alongside Israel, but has said recognition
should come as part of a negotiated two-
state solution to the conflict.

Any such solution appears far off. There
had been no substantive Israel-Palestinian
negotiations for years even before the Oct.
7, 2023 Hamas attack on Israel that killed
1,200 people and sparked the current war.
HUMANITARIAN CRISIS ALARMS
ISRAEL’S ALLIES

The worsening humanitarian crisis in
Gaza, where hunger is spreading and
children have starved to death, has caused
alarm even among Israel’s closest allies.
Germany has traditionally been a
particularly staunch ally of Israel in
Europe, with relations rooted in the history
of the Holocaust. It says recognizing a
Palestinian state should be “one of the
concluding steps” in negotiating a two-
state solution and it “does not plan to
recognize a Palestinian state in the short
term.”
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But Berlin, too, has sharpened its tone
recently, describing the Israeli military’s
actions in Gaza as unacceptable and
pushing for greater humanitarian aid, but
still appears to favor trying to influence
Israeli officials by direct contact.

The German government said in a
statement on Friday that it is in a
“constant exchange” with the Israeli
government and other partners on issues
that include a ceasefire in Gaza and the
need to drastically improve humanitarian
aid. It said it is “prepared to increase the
pressure” if there is no progress, but didn’t
elaborate on how.

Britain has halted some arms sales to
Israel, suspended free trade talks and
sanctioned far-right government ministers
and extremist settlers, but Starmer is under
intense pressure to do more.

Also weighing on Starmer is his desire
to maintain good relations with the
U.S. administration, which has strongly
criticized France’s decision. The British
leader is due to meet President Donald
Trump in the next few days while the
president is in Scotland visiting two golf
courses he owns there.

Yossi Mekelberg, a Middle East expert
at the international affairs think-tank
Chatham House, said Macron’s decision
to defer finalizing recognition until
September “creates some space” for other
countries to get on board.
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PM stares down internal push
for Palestine recognition

he prime minister is staring
down internal pressure to
recognise a Palestinian state
as Labor figures decry the
“unspeakable cruelty” being thrust on
civilians in Gaza.
Anthony Albanese has been urged to
follow in the footsteps of his French
counterpart Emmanuel Macron, but said
he would not “imminently” recognise
Palestinian statehood.
Both major parties in Australia support
a two-state solution for Palestinians
and Israelis, however Mr Albanese said
any resolution would need to guarantee
Hamas, the de-facto ruling authority in
Gaza, played no part in the future nation.
There would also need to be agreements
on the rebuilding of Gaza and the West
Bank, and a resolution of issues over the
expansion of Israeli settlements.
But former Labor frontbencher Ed
Husic pointed out that recognition of a
Palestinian state had been part of Labor’s
national platform since at least 2018.
“We’ve already green-lighted it through
our party, we’ve taken it to elections - the
circumstances demand it,” the MP told
reporters in Canberra recent days.
“The announcement by the (Israeli)
government to partition or reshape the
way in which borders exist in Gaza means
that we need to send a strong signal that
we are opposed to that.”
Former Labor Foreign Minister Bob Carr

AUSTRALIA

that comes into being will be one that
opts to be a non-militarised state ... that
is a serious security guarantee that can be
delivered in negotiations, and which the
Palestinians have already offered.”

More than 140 out of the 193 members of
the United Nations already recognise the
state of Palestine, including EU members
Spain and Ireland.

The international push to recognise
Palestine has been fuelled by the escalating
crisis in Gaza, where more than two
million people are facing starvation.
Israel cut off aid to Gaza in March before
re-opening channelsundertight restrictions
in May, measures it says are necessary to
stop the supplies being diverted to fund
Hamas operations.

Its officials say enough food has been let
into Gaza during the war and Hamas is
responsible for the suffering of civilians.
Israel’s military offensive has already
killed more than 58,000 Palestinians,
according to health authorities in Gaza.
The campaign began after Hamas, a

Bob Carr says Israel is using mass starvation as a weapon of war.
(Bianca De Marchi/AAP

choed the call.

There were ways to address the various
obstacles to the new nation being
established, he said, adding those
considerations were outweighed by a
“bigger fact and bigger truth”.

“Deaths are coming fast, unspeakable
cruelty is being visited against babies and
children in the enforcement of something
not seen in the modern world - that is, an
advanced state using mass starvation as
a weapon of war and giving effect to a
genocide,” he said.

“We will insist that the Palestinian state
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designated terrorist organisation in
Australia, attacked Israel on October 7,
2023, killing 1200 people and took 251
hostages.

Opposition frontbencher Dan Tehan said
Hamas was responsible for continuing to
“politicise and weaponise the use of aid in
Gaza”.

Multiple aid organisations, including
Amnesty and Medecins Sans Frontieres,
have condemned the Israel-backed Gaza
Humanitarian Foundation for the trickle
of aid being supplied in recent months.
Story by Kat Wong
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From the Australian Federation
of Islamic Councils (AFIC)

Anti-Semitism Envoy’s Plan Risks
Silencing Justice and Marginalising
Communities
he Australian Federation of
Islamic ~ Councils  (AFIC)
unequivocally  affirms  that
anti-Semitism, like all forms of
racism, bigotry and hatred, is unacceptable
in Australian society. Jewish Australians,
like all Australians, deserve to live in safety
and dignity, free from discrimination.
However, AFIC is deeply concerned about
the Plan submitted by the Special Envoy
for Antisemitism to the Government for
consideration. This plan, drafted by a
politically appointed, unelected official,
risks undermining free expression,
marginalising already vulnerable
communities, and conflating legitimate
criticism of the State of Israel and its
policies with anti-Semitism.
At a time when the world is witnessing
what international human rights bodies
have described as genocide against the
Palestinian people, it is alarming that the
focus of public policy appears to be on
policing the voices of those who call out
this injustice, rather than addressing the
discriminationand vilificationthat Muslim,
Arab and pro-Palestinian Australians have
endured in unprecedented levels.
The politicised nature of the Special
Envoy role itself is also troubling. Without
democratic accountability, the Envoy seeks
to shape definitions and public discourse
in ways that privilege one community’s
concerns while disregarding the very real
harms faced by others.
“Combating anti-Semitism is a shared
responsibility but it cannot come at the
cost of justice, free speech, and the equal
treatment of all communities,” said Dr
Rateb Jneid, President of AFIC.
“The Special Envoy’s plan, as it stands,
prioritises one community’s concerns
while ignoring the surge in Islamophobia
and anti-Palestinian racism.
AFIC Marks the Srebrenica Genocide
with a Warning to the World: Never
Again Means Never Again — For
Bosnia, For Palestine, For Humanity
The Australian Federation of Islamic
Councils  (AFIC)  joins  Bosnian
communities in Australia and around
the world in solemn remembrance of the
Srebrenica genocide, one of the darkest
chapters in modern European history.

On 11 July 1995, more than 8,000 Bosniak
men and boys were massacred, and tens of
thousands of women and children forcibly
displaced, as the world stood by and failed
to stop the slaughter. This genocide has
since been recognised by international
courts as a crime against humanity, but for
the families and survivors, justice remains
elusive.

AFIC stands in unwavering solidarity
with the Bosnian people and honours the
memory of the victims of Srebrenica,
a memory that must remain alive as a
warning of what happens when hatred is
normalised and the world chooses silence
over justice.

Yet, thirty years later, the lessons of
Srebrenica are being shamefully ignored.
Before our very eyes, another people,
the Palestinians, are enduring what UN
experts and human rights organisations
have already recognised as a genocide
unfolding in Gaza and the West Bank.
“Itis a stain on the conscience of humanity
that three decades after Srebrenica we are
watching another genocide unfold, this
time against the Palestinian people, and
doing nothing,” said Dr Rateb Jneid .
AFIC calls on the Australian Government
and all governments that claim to stand for
human rights to:

* Recognise the ongoing genocide
against Palestinians and demand an
immediate end to Israeli aggression.

e Impose sanctions and diplomatic
measures against those perpetrating or
enabling war crimes.

The Battle of Gaza: Unmasking
Truths and Exposing Hypocrisy — An
Analytical Reflection in Light of Reality
and History

The Battle of Gaza was not merely a
limited military confrontation between
a besieged resistance movement and an
enemy armed with advanced technology
and deadly weapons. At its core, it was
an event that exposed the conscience of
nations, a clear mirror reflecting the true
values and real positions long hidden
behind hollow slogans that crumble under
genuine scrutiny.

Lessons for the Ummah:

The Battle of Gaza is not merely a
Palestinian event; it is a question central
to faith, dignity, and human values. As
the Palestinian intellectual Edward Said
observed:
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Dr. Rateb Jneid, President, Australian
Federation of Islamic Councils

“A just cause never dies; it awakens in the
conscience of every new generation.”
Today, Gaza reminds the Ummabh, and the
world, that truth cannot be buried; that the
blood of the innocent continues to give
rise to new awareness; and that, though
history may seem slow, it never forgets
the prayers of the oppressed and Allah will
reveal the truth, even if after some time.
AFIC Calls on Australia to Recognise
the State of Palestine and Take ...

The Australian Federation of Islamic
Councils  (AFIC)  welcomes  the
announcements by France and Canada
confirming their intention to recognise the
State of Palestine at the upcoming United
Nations meeting. These developments

represent a significant step forward
for justice, peace, and international
accountability.

As more nations align themselves with
the principles of international law and
human rights, Australia risks being left
on the wrong side of history. It is time
for our government to act decisively and
recognise the State of Palestine, not merely
as a symbolic gesture, but as a necessary
and overdue affirmation of the Palestinian
people’s right to self-determination.
AFIC President Dr Rateb Jneid stated:
“France and Canada have shown
leadership and moral clarity. Australia
must not remain silent or complicit while
the world takes a stand. Recognition of
the Palestinian state is a long-overdue
step towards justice. If Australia fails
to act now, it risks isolating itself as one
of the few remaining countries refusing
to acknowledge the Palestinian right to
statehood.”

Dr Jneid added: “Beyond recognition,
Australia must take concrete steps to
pressure Israel to end the ongoing genocide
in Gaza. This includes implementing
targeted sanctions, ceasing military
cooperation, and supporting international
investigations into war crimes.”
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The Silence of Nations: An Undeclared

Partnership in Crimes
Written by: Nidal Shehab

n a tragic scene that is being
repeated before the eyes of the
world, crimes and attacks against
the people of Lebanon, Gaza, and
Syria continue, without the Security
Council or the United Nations taking any
significant action to stop these tragedies.
Innocent people are being killed in
Lebanon under constant bombardment,
and Gaza is witnessing ongoing murders,
while Alawites and Druze in Syria are
being targeted with violence, sieges, and
attacks on religious figures... This raises
a pivotal question: What happened
to the United Nations that it remains
silent about these blatant violations?
This painful silence is not merely a
lack of action; it is a clear indication
of the protection of the killers by major
powers and international institutions.
The United Nations, the institution
established to preserve peace and
save humanity, has lost its true role in
confronting these crimes, becoming a
silent theater witnessing the suffering of
oppressed peoples. The continuation of
this situation places the free world and
its peoples before a moral responsibility:
Will the silent states remain neutral, or
will they work to form a new Security
Council and an effective United Nations
that restores the value of nations
and puts an end to the massacres?

Journalist and writer Nidal Shehab

Silence in the face of these crimes is
more than treason; it is complicity in the
crime, leaving the door open to further
killing, destruction, and violations.
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It is time for consciences to awaken,
for justice to be achieved, and for free
voices to be heard, so that this endless
tragedy does not continue.
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Former US envoy Arthur Sinodinos opens up on
the Trump effect at ALCC networking business

luncheon
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WATERVIEW
Salim Nicolas the President of ALCC

The Lebanese-Australian Chamber of
Commerce hosted a networking luncheon,
attended by Chamber President Salim
Nicolas and wife Lara, as well as
business owners and entrepreneurs. The
guest speaker was partner and chairman
of TAG s Australia Practice, former
ambassador to US and Liberal politicians
Arthur Sinodinos. Among those

present were Lebanon s Ambassador

to Australia, Milad Raad, and wife

Roula Azar; Lebanon Consul General

in Sydney, Charbel Macaron, and wife
Joelle; the CEO of Arab Bank Australia,
Joseph Rizk, and wife Maureen; Arab
Bank Australia president Jeff Wild;

My Guardian Foundation president

Jean Ajaka; chamber vice-president

Joe Khattar and wife Shad; chamber s
International Relations Officer Michael
Rizk; businessman George Ghossayn and
wife Fadia and media representatives.
The event began with a speech by Master
of Ceremonies Paul Nicolaou welcoming
the dignitaries and attendees. After that,
the President of the Lebanese-Australian
Chamber of Commerce (ALCC), Salim
Nicolas, delivered a speech, excerpts
from which are below. The words of
thanks were delivered by Vince Carrozza
of FULGOR, the event sponsor.
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Arthur Sinodinos the guest speaker
SALIM NICOLAS

ormally, when we witness an
action and its outcome, this
is better known as ‘cause and
effect’. When the cause is strong,
and the effect is powerful, we arrive at
disruption. No matter what you think of
US President Donald Trump, disruption is
his middle name. Although no one seeks it,
disruption can be humbling or humiliating.

“US President Donald
Trump is a force of
disruption. He didn’t
cause the polarisation that
we see in America; he’s a
symptom of it.” Arthur
Sinodinos

It can be dynamic and depleting. No
matter what, it demands our attention and
its advisable to pay attention.

As this is our 40th year, I wanted to reflect
upon our chamber’s origins. Since arriving
in Australia 171 years ago, the Lebanese
embraced the spirit of mateship. Currently,
Australia is home to more than 330,000
people of Lebanese ancestry. My family
and I arrived in 1984; one year later, when
this chamber was formed (1985), my twin
brother Daniel and I had turned 18.

In that year, our prime minister was Bob
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Hawke. In the frame were John Howard,
Neville Wran, Paul Keating and our
honoured guest, Arthur Sinodinos who
was 28 years old and working for the
Treasury.
That year Coles and Myer joined forces,
the capital gains tax was introduced,
Neighbours first went to air, Australia’s
Formula One Grand Prix was held in
Adelaide, DNA was first used in a criminal
case, the wreck of the Titanic was located,
Emirates airlines was established in Dubai,
the first Microsoft Windows operating
system was released and the world’s first
internet address was registered.
These days “networking” refers to meeting
people for business or personal gain. In
our Lebanese culture, networking serves
a different function. We break bread in
order to forge robust communities. To us,
community, is a hub where strong alliances
turn colleagues into friends and friends into
family. Indeed, we are proud Australians,
infused with the best of the Lebanese
ethos. I encourage you to support each
other in order to nourish the roots of this
chamber and to strengthen our formidable
family tree. When our communities know
us to be true and honest, our community
becomes our fan club. When we share as
we sow, and we share as we recap, our
community becomes our army.
As I return the lecture to our MC, I praise
our esteemed members and sponsors and
say, “Here’s to your prosperity”.
ARTHUR SINODINOS
I think this is the best country in the world.
One reason why is because you and your
forebears made the choice to come to this
country and make this country what it is
today. In particular, I salute the Lebanese
community and the chamber; its very
effective leadership is demonstrating to
the rest of the community about what
groups like this can do for Australia.
I think business chambers in particular
are very important because having so
many people from other countries gives
us a great resource to encourage trading
investment with the rest of the world. We
should leverage that so all strength to your
arm.
Now, I was invited here to talk a bit about
what’s happening in the world.
We’re going to have a bit of a session; I
can’t possibly hope to cover everything
but I want to leave you with a few ideas.
The first one, and already alluded to, is that
disruption is a constant; in other words,
it’s going to continue to happen. No one,
no industry, no segment, no part of the

—



LtoR: G. Ghossayn, J. Rizk, J. Wild, S. Nicolas, Amb. Raad & Ambassador M. Raad and Chamber President
C.G Macaron Mr. S. Nicolas surrounded by a number of attendees

1E AUSTRALIAN LE R
HAMBER 0F L'r'..'ﬂl._-?'. s

Prof. Fadia Ghossayn and H.E Consul General
Charbel Macaron

Mr G. Wild (C) with Maureen Rizk and other guest LtoR: Hon. Atthur. Sinodinos, Joe. Khattar, Shaid. Khattar,
Lara Nicolas and Salim Nicolas
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labour force is immune to disruption but
the first way to deal with disruption is with
the mindset that this is inevitable; it will
happen so how do you deal with it? How
do you put yourself in charge of it and
have agency. That is what is important.
US President Donald Trump is a force
of disruption. He didn’t cause the
polarisation that we see in America; he’s
a symptom of it. He was elected president
because a majority of Americans thought
that America was not going in the right
direction and he offered change.

Those people who voted for him were not
happy with their situation. They were not
happy at the economy even though it was
growing strongly; a source of concern for
them is the southern border which looks
pretty open and causing issues around
regulating the flow of people into the US.
So, there were solid reasons why people
voted for a change. I think the American
people are now finding they got more
than they bargained for when it comes to
change.

Thephilosophyofthe Trumpadministration
was to flood the zone, to create change
across different areas; social, economic,
political, international. He says America
needs to think about domestic problems
and not worry so much about the rest of
the world so America First is the guiding
light of US policy.

On the domestic front, he argued there
was too much political correctness and
tried to turn the clock back on that. On the
economy he argued that international trade
disadvantaged the US. I don’t agree with
that statement but his view is they need to
bring back manufacturing to the US. He
has a view of America from the 1950s and
‘60s when America was on top in terms of
manufacturing, economy etc.

He thinks tariffs are the way to do that;
he thinks that they raise money, that that
money is paid for by foreigners and which
can help pay for the other expenses of
Federal Government including tax cuts.
He believes that tariffs have a protective
effect; they’re a negative incentive that
will encourage other countries to invest
more in the US.

He started to put this program into action
and we’ve seen that he’s now seeking to
are hanging back because they’re uncertain
about what will happen particularly on
China.

There is a pervasive uncertainty at the
moment about where tariffs will go such
as the impact of higher tariffs on the US
economy in terms of costs because it’s US
consumers that will pay for US tariffs.
There’s concern that costs could go up
and which creates a dilemma if you’re the
central bank in the US, (Federal Reserve)
about which way interest rates should go.
Trump has a very interesting solution
to that; next year he wants to replace
the chairman of the Fed with someone

AUSTRALIA

Mrs J. Macaron, H.E Charbel Macaron, Consul General of Lebanon, Mrs
L. Nicolas, Salim Nicolas, Michael Mur, H.E Milad Raad, Ambassador of
Lebanon and Mrs R. Raad

LtoR:
Salim
Nicolas,
Arthur.
Sinodinos,
Nadia.
Obeid

and Lara.
Nicolas

he thinks will be more sympathetic to
lowering interest rates. The problem is
that if you artificially lower rates, that can
be inflationary as well and real interest
rates will go up.

What’s happening in the rest of the world,
with uncertainty around trade and tariffs,
means that there could be an impact

“When you think about
trade, think about the
interest in Australia to

do more trade with the
Middle East and think
about the role Lebanon
can play as a gateway to
the Middle East.” Arthur
Sinodinos

on global trade and investment which
could slow down with tariffs going up
everywhere. Another effect, one we’re
seeing here in Australia, is thinking about
who else can we trade more with.

So, we’ve restarted negotiations on an
EU-Australia free trade agreement. The
government’s strategy is diversifying trade
to not be so dependent on the Americans.
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(By the way, PM Anthony Albanese is
not rushing to do a trade deal with the
Americans because he doesn’t want to
give away too much in return for maybe
not getting much as Trump’s 10% tariff is
unlikely to be taken off for Australia and
we’re at the low end of tariffs.)

The reality is this: global trade and
investment could be lower but countries
are looking to do more trade with each
other. When you think about trade, think
about the interest in Australia to do more
trade with the Middle East and think about
the role Lebanon can play as a gateway to
the Middle East.

We have to think more laterally than we did
before, to try to hedge against relying too
much on the US; that’s where Australian
policy, I think is going.

On the military side, there’s something
similar going on. Australia and the EU
are talking about a defence pact; not an
alliance but co-operation on defence.
We’re looking to do more business in
South-East Asia and with our partners in
Japan and Korea. Countries are looking at
how they hedge. The thing that we cannot
control is events in places like the Middle
East.

Every time America says “we want to pivot
to the Indo-Pacific”, the main challenge is
to counter China who are pushing the US
out of the Indo-Pacific as much as they
can.
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Countries in the region like us say “we
want the US in the region as a counter-
balance”. Some countries won’t say it
openly, particularly in South-East Asia,
but that’s what they want; that’s what
Australia wants. That’s why we have an
alliance with the US.

What we are saying to the Americans is
“okay, you can talk about America First
but your security depends a lot on what
happens in our region. It’s not that we
need you but you need us” because of our
facilities and everything else that we can
provide to the Americans in this part of the
world.

Does that us to be more vulnerable? Yes,
in a sense, but we also get the benefit of
the strategic deterrence of being part of
that alliance.

So, in a world of America First, you have
to keep reminding Americans as to why
it’ll be in their interest to be part of these
alliances.

In a world like this, when you look at
it from a business point of view, you
can calculate risk, measure risk, take
strategies; with uncertainty, there’s often a
view that can you sort of sit on your hands
and wait. To some extent with tariffs and
trade, that’s what’s happening now.

We’re also about to have-- you may have
heard this —“the big, beautiful build” which
is a tax cut that the US president wants to
enact which will extend the life of the tax
cuts he had in his first administration. This
will add USS$3 trillion to the deficit and
debt over the next decade. The problem is
the markets are worried about the impact

Vince Carrozza (2ndL) with other guests
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that that will have on inflation.
So, at the moment the president has only
two real constraints. One is public opinion
and the other is the bond market.
When tariffs were causing a meltdown on
the financial markets, Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent and Commerce Secretary
Howard Lutnick went to the president and
used the evidence of what was happening
in the markets to say ‘let’s stop and have a
pause on tariffs’ so that’s one mechanism
that he does respect. So where does this
all go?
Political commentators in the US are
looking at the middle of next year because
by then we will have a clear indication of
how popular or unpopular the president is,
what impact his policies will have had. He
is losing popularity, some Republicans are
acting now and will start to move away and
there could be a reaction in the midterm
elections at the end of 2026; traditionally
the Trump administration have lost seats
at that election.
In this case, if the Democrats took back the
House and the Senate, the last two years
of the president’s term will be dominated
by political fighting in Congress and may
constrain what he can do domestically.
In terms of how it impacts Australia
.. if there are circumstances where
the US dollar is going up relatively to
the Australian dollar, that’s potentially
inflationary in Australia. So, there are all
sorts of factors to take into account.

QUESTION AND ANSWER
MC: What do you think is going to
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happen with Palestine? I mean he came
out with some grandiose plan there .
What do you think is going to happen
there?
SINODINOS: Essentially, it’s now left
up to the Israelis to do what they’re doing
in Gaza. You can see it on the TV screen
every night so it’s not clear whether the
people of Gaza end up like the Kurds with
no state of their own and at the mercy of
the countries that can accommodate them
so there seems no solution to that because
there’s a very strong bloc within Israel that
wants to annex the West Bank and Gaza.
Of course, the US president’s interest now
has been diverted so they essentially have
a free hand.
MC: We saw that our prime minister
did not get to meet with the president
who had cancelled a range of other
meetings with other world leaders. Do
you think that our ambassador, former
PM Kevin Rudd will be able to facilitate
another meeting?
SINODINOS: Well, the minute they heard
that they couldn’t have the meeting in
Alberta, they immediately started working
on a possible meeting but there’s a risk.
Do you set up a meeting and risk that
getting cancelled again or do you take the
chance and get on a plane and go back out
there? But he needs to see the president
sooner rather than later, because there’s
trading issues and other things where we
need to hear directly from the president. I
think he’ll want to get onto it sooner rather
than later.
MC: if that meeting does happen, what
—
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Event organizers

do you think is going to be discussed?
SINODINOS: Well, on trade, PM
Anthony Albanese made the point that
we can do more of a partnership around
critical minerals; that’s pretty strategic.
We could be the place for data centres
because we’ve got the land, and we’ve got
potentially the energy resources but we’ve
got to reduce the cost of energy in terms of
our international competitiveness.

MC: Tell me — Trump economics. Is that
good for the world, bad for the world or
don’t know what the impact will be?
SINODINOS: If you ask Trump, he will
say that’s the wrong question. It’s what’s
right for America and that’s the challenge.
Since the end of World War 2, we worked
on the basis that the US essentially
guaranteed the international order; part of
that order was tariffs and trade regulated
between countries and countries working
to being more open because we all
benefited from free trade and investment.
He thinks that that system screwed
America so his view is what’s good for
America is to bring more trade back to the
US. The challenge he faces is that while
may be it encourages more investment
and manufacturing in the US, they have
to have labour. They have to have supply
chains; there’s a whole series of things
for that to happen and also the fact that
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America is a big service economy; a lot
of what America exports to the world is in
services — financial, intellectual, you can
go through the list. So while this policy
focus on tariffs is very much about goods,
it’s a very 40s, 50s, 60s view of trade.
MC: What impact will Trump economics
have on the Australian economy?
SINODINOS: If trade and global trade
investments go off, particularly if China is
affected, that flows through to us in terms
of slower growth. The challenge we face
as a country is productivity growth is not
growing strongly, cost of living pressures
are still there, so we need to find ways to
raise our rate of growth. Population has
been boosting our GDP but if you look at
our GDP per head of population it’s been
going down. We need to become more
productive in a world of uncertainty; we
have to be more productive and more
resilient and more flexible. There’s a lot
of strength in the Australian economy, but
we got to build on them. This is the time.
MC: The Prime Minister wants to hold a
forum in Canberra to discuss productivity
then the Federal Treasurer announced
tax reform. These are all positive things.
Your thoughts?

SINODINOS: They are. It depends on
what extent to what they get a consensus
around real reforms that can impact
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our economic performance. Industrial
relations, clearly for the Labour Party, is
a no-go area and that’s a big challenge
because flexibility in that area, especially
for our exports, is going to be important.
On tax reform, the concern is if it will
contribute to getting the budget under
control, which means the overall tax take
has got to go up. The question is where
will it come from? They’re not going to
touch the GST but they may reform income
tax. When we did tax reform in 2000, and
the GST, we were able to super-charge
income tax cuts because we had a surplus
in the budget; we could draw down on that
surplus because we wanted to be able to
bribe the losers because we were making
a switch with GST. Who will make the
net contribution to improving the budget
bottom line?

MC: With his big majority does PM
Albanese have the appetite to make
changes or will he just manage the
economy the best he can?

SINODINOS: If Labor want a mandate
for more radical change, I think it is in
the Prime Minister’s mind that that is
something he will put to the people at
the next election. The question is how
ambitious is the government on tax,
economic reform or do we need a crisis to
go in a certain direction?
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espite the winter chill, the City
of Canterbury-Bankstown
is buzzing with energy and
achievement — from cultural
festivals to infrastructure upgrades and
youth recognition.
Mayor Bilal El-Hayek this week released
a wrap-up of key community highlights,
placing emphasis on civic progress, social
cohesion, and the power of grassroots
leadership.

Bankstown Bites Celebrates 20
Years

One of Sydney’s most anticipated food
festivals, Bankstown Bites, marked its
20th anniversary in style. Thousands filled
the streets to enjoy the festival’s largest
line-up to date.

“The energy was incredible,” said Mayor
El-Hayek. “This festival continues to
unite the city through food, culture and
celebration.”

O Media
Bites2025MediaKit

kit: cb.city/

Leisure Centres Rated Among
NSW?’s Safest

All three Council-run Leisure and Aquatic
Centres — located in Birrong, Roselands
and Max Parker — have received 5-star
Aquatic Safety Ratings. The recognition
places them among the safest in the state.
“We’re committed to ensuring our
community has access to safe, modern
facilities,” said the Mayor.

Canterbury Leisure & Aquatic
Centre Hits Halfway Mark

Work on the new Canterbury Leisure
and Aquatic Centre is progressing well,
with the construction site now halfway
complete. The Mayor visited the site
with Minister Sophie Cotsis to inspect
progress.

“This project will transform how our
residents swim, train, and connect for
generations to come,” he said.

Tackling Homelessness: Mayor’s Lights
Out Sleepout

On August 8, Mayor El-Hayek will join
forces with the Canterbury-Bankstown
Bulldogs to raise awareness for
homelessness through the Mayor’s Lights
Out Sleepout.

“This is a call to action,” said the Mayor.

AUSTRALIA
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Clr. Bilal El-Hayek the Mayor of Canterbury- Bankstown City Council

Canterbury-Bankstown Winter
Wrap: Milestones, Celebrations, and
Community Champions

“We must continue to shed light on the
challenges faced by our most vulnerable.”

[1  Register or donate: cb.city/
MayorsSleepout2025

Youth Leading the Way

Several young residents have been

recognised for outstanding community
contributions:

. Jacob Nassar, a Year 7 student,
was awarded a Mayoral Certificate after
writing to the Mayor about road safety
concerns in his neighbourhood.

. Youssef and Cooper, aged just 16
and 17, were praised for their commitment
as SES volunteers.

. Ismail, Noah and Mazen earned
their surf lifeguard qualifications through
Surf Life Saving NSW and the Swim
Brothers program.

“These young people are showing us the
future of community leadership is in safe
hands,” El-Hayek said.

Support for Local Events and
Clubs

Council voted to support several
community initiatives and  events,
including:
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. The Lebanese Film Festival
. Padstow Carols in the Park
. The 50th anniversary of the

Bankstown City Lions Football Club
“These events bring people together and
highlight the cultural and sporting richness
of our suburbs,” the Mayor said.

Blick Oval Upgraded

Canterbury’s Blick Oval has undergone a
major transformation, with new accessible
toilets, pathways, parking, and clubhouse
improvements now complete.

Syria Rugby League Launch in
Lakemba

The 2025 season launch of the Syria
Rugby League drew local support in
Lakemba, with the Mayor attending to
show Council’s backing.

“Sport is one of the most powerful ways
to connect youth and build pride in
community,” he noted.

Welcoming Local Business

The Mayor hosted the first-ever Mayor’s
Welcome Breakfast, bringing together
local businesses to connect, share ideas
and collaborate.
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“The project received
strong, favourable
responses ... additionally,
the project has sparked
interest from other
organisations and local
councils.” - Mayor
Ola Hamed

hat inspired Cumberland
City Council to pioneer
the Cool Carpark, and
why was Holroyd Gardens
chosen as the pilot site?
Hamed: Cumberland City Council was
inspired to pioneer the Cool Carpark
initiative after commissioning researchers
from Western Sydney University (WSU)
to document the variation in summer
heat across its suburbs, parks, and
playgrounds.
The driving force behind this research was
the recognition that the Council lacked
detailed information about the intensity
of summer heat and the associated risks it
posed to local communities, the economy,
the environment, and infrastructure. The
findings revealed that the car park at
Holroyd Gardens had one of the hottest
microclimates in the area.
Atthe sametime,a NSW State Government
funding program was available, which
specifically supported innovative projects
aimed at increasing greening at the local
government level. Researchers from WSU
designed the Cool Carpark to align with
the program’s objectives, creating an
innovative solution to increase greening at
a site that, based on empirical data, was
identified as particularly heat affected.
MET: The project has shown impressive
results in reducing surface temperatures
and improving thermal comfort. To what
extent do you think this model could be
adapted across other parts of Western
Sydney or even internationally?
Hamed: Council is trialing a replication of
the prototypeatacarparkin Wentworthville
and is looking at implementing the project
at other locations in the future.
The structure is designed with high
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Interview with Clr. Ola Hamed
the Mayor of Cumberland City
council

modularity, making it adaptable to any car
parking setup. Beyond parking, it can also
be used to shade walkways, pedestrian
crossings, and other areas where providing
shade can reduce surface temperatures and
enhance thermal comfort. Tensile Design,
the manufacturer, is equipped to supply
Cool Carpark structures both nationally
and internationally.

MET: Can you elaborate on the role
Western Sydney University played in the
research and design of the Cool Carpark,
and what key findings surprised you
most?

Hamed: WSU played a key role in the
conceptual design of the Cool Car Park
structure. Professor Sebastian Pfautsch,
the project lead from WSU, conducted
a comprehensive heat study analysis of
the site before and after the installation
of the structure. Renowned as Australia’s
leading researcher in developing and
implementing practical, science-backed
solutions for cooling cities, Professor
Pfautsch’s work is especially relevant in
regions like Western Sydney, where high
summer temperatures make reducing heat
in car parks a vital strategy for cooling
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urban environments in a car-dependent
society.

MET: Given that about 99 per cent
car parks in Western Sydney remain
unshaded, what are the biggest challenges
(financial, logistical, or political) to
expand this initiative?

Hamed: Retrofitting car parks to
include shade structures involves some
financial considerations. The process
requires careful planning and investment,
including the construction of the structure
itself, site preparation, including concrete
cutting, and the installation of systems
like irrigation and vine planting. The
costs can vary depending on the size of
the car park and the scope of the retrofit,
with larger car parks typically requiring a
greater investment in materials and labour.
While these factors need to be taken into
consideration, the long-term benefits
of urban cooling and improved thermal
comfort make the investment worthwhile.
Logistically, a key challenge is ensuring
the vines are planted in an environment
where they can thrive. For example, in
the Holroyd Gardens project, we selected
a smaller section along the edge of the
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Artist Majd Moussalli: “Saint
Charbel saved me from paralysis.”

n a moving interview on the
Akhbar El Fan channel, artist Majd
Moussalli revealed the horrific car
accident he was involved in, which
left him temporarily paralyzed. He also
revealed how his visit to Saint Charbel
was a turning point in his recovery and the
reason for the return of hope to his body
and soul.
Mossalli recounted the details of the
accident, saying:
“I was with my brother at sea. After two
days in the hospital, I left at my own risk,
but my condition deteriorated, and I was
no longer able to walk. The doctor even
forbade me from leaving my waterbed.”
Despite his Muslim faith, Moussalli noted
his long-standing relationship with Saint
Charbel, explaining:
“Saint Charbel has been with us throughout
our lives. We visit him regularly at home.
I am a student at the Sagesse School in
Achrafieh, and since I was eighteen, I have
visited him out of curiosity and love.” The
Lebanese artist continued recounting his
journey of faith, which began with his
brother’s dream in America, followed
by his attempt to visit the Monastery of
Our Lady of Light in Chekka, which was
closed at the time, and finally his decision
to go to the Monastery of Saint Charbel in
Annaya despite suffering severe pain.
“They told me the road was long and I
would be in pain, but I felt no pain. I was
carried into the monastery in Annaya, but

I ran out of the monastery.”

The biggest surprise came during the night
in the hermitage, where Moussalli said:

“I was asleep, then suddenly sat up as if |
had grabbed the cage and started talking to
Saint Charbel. I stood up and climbed the
stairs alone. The people who saw me were
shocked; they didn’t ask me what had
happened because they knew a miracle
had happened.”

Thanks to this experience, Moussalli
didn’t cancel any of his summer concerts

Artist Majd Moussalli
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and abandoned the medical equipment he
was required to wear, saying:

“I took off the braces and didn’t undergo
any additional tests. I completed my
concerts, and I now visit Saint Charbel
and sleep on the 22nd of every month.”
He concluded with words that express
his deep faith: “Saint Charbel is present
in every corner of my home, even on my
yacht. He accompanies me every moment
of my life.”

Majd Moussalli’s story is not just a
story of an accident and a healing, but a
living testimony to a faith that transcends
sectarian boundaries, and to a saint who
transcends the boundaries of the Church
to reach the hearts of believers from all
walks of life.

car park where soil was readily available,
avoiding the need to break up the concrete
in the middle of the area.

MET: How does the Cool Carpark align
with Cumberland’s broader climate
resilience and sustainability strategies?
Hamed: Cumberland City Council is

Additionally, the project is in line with the
NSW Government’s Climate Change and
Adaptation Strategy, specifically Priority
1, which focuses on developing robust and
trusted metrics and information on climate
change risks.

MET: What feedback have you received

committed to enhancing both the natural firom the community since the installation

and built environment, aligning with the
strategic goal of supporting a resilient and
sustainable city.

The Cool Carpark aligns closely with
Council’s broader climate resilience and
sustainability strategies, particularly with
the Urban Tree Strategy’s Key Focus
Area 3.2, investigating opportunities to
incorporate green and blue infrastructure
into strategic plans and development
controls.

of the Cool Carpark?

Hamed: Overall, the feedback from
the community has been very positive.
The project received strong, favourable
responses on socials, with many people
expressing their support of the initiative.
Additionally, the project has sparked
interest from other organisations and local
councils, such as Canterbury Bankstown
Council and Resilient Sydney, who have
reached out to learn more about the
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initiative. Resilient Sydney has invited
Council’s project officers to present on the
Cool Carpark project, as it highlights the
significant role that green infrastructure
can play in mitigating urban heat,
particularly in car-dependent areas.

MET: Is there any other relevant
information you wish to share with
Middle East Times readers?

Hamed: The success of the Cool Carpark
Projectnotonly highlights our commitment
to reducing the impacts of extreme heat,
but also demonstrates our commitment to
creating sustainable, vibrant spaces that
benefit our community, environment, and
economy. By integrating smart design and
green infrastructure, we’re setting a new
standard of how councils can future-proof
public spaces.
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St. Merkorious Charity Hosts
Morning Tea Fundraiser for
Upcoming Community Café

n the 14th of June, 2025,

guests gathered for a

Mediterranean morning

tea under the olive tree to
support an exciting new initiative:
the upcoming St. Merkorious Charity
Café. This event, MC’d by Mr Fred
Frangi, served as both a preview and a
fundraiser to help complete the café’s
final fit-out.

PURPOSE

The St. Merkorious Café will serve as
a community hub to not only nourish
the bodies of individuals, but the
minds and souls. The charity’s slogan,
‘Sharing the Bread,” perfectly captures
the broader mission. Here, bread
represents more than food, it stands
for shared experiences of learning,
personal growth, healing, movement,
creativity and community connection.
Once open, the café will host a variety
of inclusive programs and activities
such as hospitality training, art therapy
workshops, health and wellness
seminars, sports and music programs,
and much more. The space will welcome
people of all ages and background, a
place where everyone is invited to the
table. Importantly, proceeds from the
café will directly fund St. Merkorious
Charity’s mission to fight poverty and ' : '

food insecurity across Sydney. Every  Cir. Alex Yang, Joe Faker and family ~ Veronica B, DJ Panos and Joya Nicolas
meal purchased will support someone

Dantel Nlcolas OAM (Director of
DASCO) and Paula Nicolas (President
of (SMS Charnjy)
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Amira Fanous, Joya Nicolas, Ghada Salh, Daniel Nicolas,
Jackie Malak, Paula Nicolas, Triza Iskandar and Chef Enny

Paula Nicolas and family

in need, turning everyday visits into
acts of kindness.

THANK YOU

The morning tea drew a strong turnout,
with local leaders and supporters
coming together to show their backing
for the initiative. In attendance were

=

Jackie Malak, Rosa Hanna, Fadia Ghossayn, Paula Nicolas, Lara Nicolas,
Hala Shashati and Amira Fanous

Daniel Nicolas, Fred Faker, Daniel Tartak, George Geagea,

AUSTRALIA

[} R sm—

g 31_; %

-

b -

. \ h 11

Helen McGuire, Phil Abadee, Tony Howe, Paula Nicolas,
Duncan Lin, Brian McGuire and Nalini Reddy

.'__b-"r".

Robin Challoui and Tony Geagea

Jason Yat-Sen Li, MP for Strathfield,
and Councillor Alex Yang, representing
Mayor John Faker of Burwood. Jason
Yat-Sen Li addressed the crowd,
expressing his excitement for the café’s
opening and its potential to enhance
the overall wellbeing of the Strathfield
community. He highlighted initiatives
like a ‘Walk and Talk’ program,

emphasising the vital connection
between mental and physical health.

Delicious Lebanese saj was provided
by Saj Station, with generous
contributions from Kookies Australia,
Beshara  Honey, and Seasweet
Australia. Warm conversations and
soulful Mediterranean-style music by

—
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Helen McGuire (BNI President), Paula
Nicolas, MP Jason Li and Patrick Chow
(SMC Treasurer)

il Y

MC Fred Frangi, Susan Frangi, Paula Nicolas, Veronoca B

and Daniel Nicolas

brought the event to life, capturing the
true spirit of the Mediterranean.
Special thanks were extended to the
charity’s major sponsors, PAYCE
Foundation, DASCO Australia and
Skylife Foundation as well as supporters
from BNI, volunteers, family and
friends. Appreciation was also given
the office staff, operations and advisory
committees, kitchen team and drivers
for their continued commitment to
community outreach.

LOOKING AHEAD

While the café is not yet open, the event
has brought the community one step
closer to seeing it come to life. With
funds raised on the day and continued
support from sponsors and the public,
the St. Merkorious Charity Café is set
to open in the coming months once the
fit out is complete. “This is just the
beginning,” Paula shared with guests.
“We are building a place where people
come notjust for food, but for friendship,
purpose, and belonging. Thank you for
believing in this vision.”

Sasha Wardan, Jackie Malak, Duncan
Lin, Paula Nicolas and Amira Fanous

AUSTRALIA

- s

Paula Nicolas, Yola Sarkissian, Sonia
Fadlala and Badrie Jabbour

o
k \ ';
e
Joanna Andary (L) with sister
Danielle Ayoub

L
s T

Chef Ghada
and Chef
Alvin
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Couple on $200Kk living in social housing

Story by Blair Jackson = Story by Blair Jackson

he Queensland government is
cracking down on the income
of social housing tenants, as
figures reveal people earning
far above income thresholds are
benefiting from subsidised housing.
“Labor turned a blind eye for years,”
Housing Minister Sam O’Connor said
on Monday.

“They stopped checking if people still
qualified for social housing, and they
let rent reviews fall by the wayside.
“It’s unbelievable they let people
on six-figure incomes stay in social
homes for years while others in urgent
need were left on the social housing
waitlist.”

Information released by the state
government on Monday showed a
small number of notable rorts were
being carried out by social housing
tenants.

In another example, a Townsville
family earning more than $160,000 a
year (pre-tax) paid less than $190 a
week in rent when Townsville median
rents were $500 per week.

A statement from the minister said
these tenants were “earning” these
salaries — NewsWire has confirmed

with his office that the figures are pre-
tax.

In Queensland, a single person with no
kids must take home less than $610 a
week to qualify for social housing. A
couple with two kids cannot be earning
more than $1000.

As it stands, social housing tenants
must pay 25 per cent of their income
on rent; this will remain under the new
shake-up.

However, under the crackdown, all
social housing tenants will be subject
to annual rent reviews. If someone is
paying less than 25 per cent, annual
rent hikes will be capped at $15.

Any tenant who cannot verify their
income will then have to pay market
rent and then will be evicted.

The crackdown has a focus on
households with spare bedrooms.
Figures provided by the minister say
8000 social housing households are
“under-occupying” their homes by
two or more bedrooms.

People would not be forced to
downsize, Mr O’Connor said. Instead,
removalist costs or rent-free periods
would be offered as incentives.
“We’re empowering our housing

P31
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Massive
exploitation 1n
social housing
needs an urgent
Reform 1n most
states.

officers to do what they do best —
support the Queenslanders who most
need a roof over their heads,” Mr
O’Connor said.

“These are long overdue changes to
fix the system so it’s better targeted
to help the people who need housing
most.”

There are more than 52,000 people on
Queensland’s social housing waitlist.
The previous state government paused
social housing evictions and yearly
rent reviews during the pandemic.
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French court
orders release of
Lebanese militant

Georges Ibrahim
Abdallah

eorges Ibrahim Abdallah, a
Lebanese activist, was born
on April 2, 1951, in the village
of Qoubaiyat in the Akkar
Governorate, northern Lebanon, to a
Maronite Christian family. In the 1970s,
his interest in Arab nationalist issues and
Palestinian rights grew, and he became
a supporter of the Palestinian struggle
against the Israeli occupation. This later
led him to join the Lebanese National
Movement.
In the early 1980s, he and others founded
the Lebanese Revolutionary Armed
Factions. He was arrested in France in
1984 on charges of document forgery and
weapons possession and sentenced to life
imprisonment in 1987. Despite meeting
the requirements for parole in 1999, his
requests for release were rejected several
times due to international pressure.
On July 17, 2025, a French court ordered
his release, and the sentence was set for
execution on July 25 of the same year,
pursuant to a ruling by the Court of

AUSTRALIA

A part of the crowd raises flags at Beirut International Airport to welcome
Georges Abdallah’s arrival.

Georges Abdallah, a Lebanese
activist who spent nearly four
decades in French prisons.

Appeal. Georges Abdallah’s Birth and  political involvement and joined the Syrian

Early Life

Georges Ibrahim Abdallah, known by his
nom de guerre “Abdul Qader Saadi,” was
born on April 2, 1951, in the village of
Qoubaiyat in the Akkar district of northern
Lebanon, to a Maronite Christian family.
His father served in the Lebanese Army.
At the age of fifteen, Georges began his

During Abdallah’s detention for more than four decades.
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Social Nationalist Party.

WORKING EXPERIENCE

Georges Abdallah completed his studies at
the Teachers’ College in Achrafieh, Beirut,
graduating in 1970. He then began his
professional career as a teacher at a school
in the Akroum area of Akkar. This was
when his awareness began to crystallize as
a result of the tragic conditions the region
was experiencing.

In the 1970s, he became involved in
Palestinian rights and Arab nationalist
circles, and began discussing the plight
of the Palestinian people with his friends.
Supporter of the Palestinian Struggle.

In the late 1970s, Georges Abdallah joined
the Lebanese National Movement, an
alliance active during the Lebanese Civil
War. He expressed his hostility toward
Israel before joining the leftist Popular
Front for the Liberation of Palestine
(PFLP) in the early 1980s. In 1980,
Georges Abdallah and others founded the
Marxist, anti-imperialist Lebanese Armed
Revolutionary Factions (LARF). The
movement claimed responsibility for five
attacks in Europe between 1981 and 1982
as part of its pro-Palestinian activities.
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George Abdallah released

The movement was blamed for several
assassinations, including the killing of
Charles Ray, deputy military attaché at
the US embassy in France, and Yaakov
Barsimantov, second counselor at the
Israeli embassy in Paris.

During his trial in France, Georges
Abdallah famously said, “I am a fighter,
not a criminal.” He added, “The path I have
taken was dictated by the human rights
abuses committed against Palestine.”

ARREST AND IMPRISONMENT
Georges Abdallah had been living in
Switzerland before traveling to France to
hand over a deposit on an apartment he had
rented. He was arrested by French police
in Lyon on October 24, 1984, on charges
of possessing a forged Algerian passport
and sentenced to four years in prison at
Lannemezan prison. In retaliation for his
arrest, his armed group kidnapped French
diplomat Sidney Gilles Perol on March
23, 1985. France agreed to a prisoner
exchange via Algeria, but did not fulfill its
promise to release Georges.

At the time, French police revealed that
they had found what they said were
explosives and weapons in the apartment
at the time of the deal, including the pistol
believed to have been used in the murders
of Charles Ray and Barsimantov.

In March 1987, Georges Abdallah was
sentenced to life imprisonment for
“complicity in terrorist acts” and his
participation in the assassination of the
American and Israeli diplomats.
According to his lawyer and supporters,
“Abdallah’s trial was directed by a foreign
power—referring to the United States—
that opposed his release requests.”
DEMANDS FOR RELEASE

In 1999, Georges Abdallah met the

requirements for conditional release under
French law. However, his release was
denied several times. France feared that
“his release, as a symbolic figure in the
struggle against Zionism, would represent
a major event in Lebanon,” according to
the General Directorate of Police at the
time.

For years, requests for his conditional
release were rejected. In February 2012,
Lebanese Prime Minister Najib Mikati
visited Paris and demanded his release,
describing him as a “political prisoner.”
In 2013, the French judiciary initially
agreed to his release on the condition that
he be deported to Lebanon. However, the
French Interior Ministry did not issue the
necessary deportation order to implement
the decision, which left him in prison.
According to the Lebanese newspaper
Al-Akhbar, in 2018, President Michel
Aoun instructed the Director General of
Security to contact the head of the French

AUSTRALIA

External Intelligence Service, Bernard
Emie, in an effort to find a solution to
Georges’ case. In 2020, George renewed
his attempts through correspondence with
the Minister of the Interior, but his efforts
were unanswered.

Several demonstrations were held in
front of the French embassy in Beirut,
demanding the immediate release of
Georges Abdallah and the signing of the
decision to deport him to Lebanon.

RELEASE

On July 17, 2025, a French court issued
a decision to release Lebanese Georges
Ibrahim Abdallah, one of France’s longest-
serving political prisoners, after nearly
four decades behind bars.

Therelease order was settobe implemented
on July 25 of the same year, pursuant to a
ruling issued by the Court of Appeal in a
closed session held at the Palais de Justice
in Paris, in Abdallah’s absence.
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